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What Is a Harkness?/ Why Are We Deliberating?________________________________________________
A Harkness is a student led discussion in which students go from passive learners to the captains of their own ship determining the direction of their own education. Similar to a democracy, it requires active and informed participation to be successful. This is a fundamental change from the “sage on the stage” approach and requires the participants to take greater control and onus. Additionally, like democracies, they are messier at the onset and their success and failure is based upon students’ willingness to research and be informed and then participate 
Deliberation is the focused exchange of ideas, and the analysis of multiple views with the aim of making a personal decision and finding areas of agreement within a group. People must be able and willing to express and exchange ideas among themselves, with community leaders, and with their representatives in government. People and public officials in a democracy need skills and opportunities to engage in civil public discussion of controversial issues in order to make informed policy decisions. Deliberation requires keeping an open mind, as this skill enables people to reconsider a decision based on new information or changing circumstances.

Project Goals_________________________________________________________________________________
Through these Harkness Deliberations we hope to develop deep understanding of topics through competing perspectives about controversial issues. As the quote at the front of my desk says “Being taught to avoid talking about politics and religion has led to a lack of knowledge about politics and religion. What we should have been taught is how to have a civil conversation about a difficult topic.” 
The two most common complaints thus far have been some students have not come to class with the appropriate research done to be an active participant or to positively contribute to the goal of understanding the issue in greater depth and some students have refused to share with their classmates their unique perspective, experience, and/or research. 
Do the legwork to be an active contributor to a deeper understanding of the issue, talk to share your perspective and research, and keep an open mind coming in with the idea you do not know everything and humble enough to be aware that you might actually be wrong. If each class member accomplishes those three tasks, we will accomplish the Harkness goals and lay the groundwork for each member to be a well-educated citizen read and able to fulfill their civic responsibilities.  After all, schools are supposed to be laboratories of democracy.   

Harkness/Deliberation Steps___________________________________________________________________

1. Introduction of the deliberation question: 
· “Should an Amendment be added to the US Constitution to abolish the Electoral College?” 
· If you would keep EC which Electoral allocation change would you accept (districting? Proportional allocation? 

2.  Before you research, determine what you know, would like to know, and need to know to be successful in the Harkness. In your note sheet, write down the following categories and answer the questions:
· What I know includes…
· What I think I know includes…
· What I want to know includes… 
· What I need to know to answer this question include… 
3. Complete your initial thoughts(do not be beholden to this response, be open minded and willing to change): If someone were to ask me my opinion about this issue now, I would tell them…
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Harkness Research: Complete the rubric preparation and research requirements by completing chapter notes, listening to podcasts, etc. Taking notes on that research and conduct your own additional to make sure you are fully prepared. After the research fill in the following chart below by fill in the first three for each. Reasons 4-5 should be completed in your group on the day of the Harkness. 

	Option 1: 

Status Quo: Keep as Is
	Option 1I: 

Adopting the Amendment 
	Option III: 

Keep the EC but With Changes 
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When I asked my Parents/Guardians/Adult in my life the deliberation question, they told me....
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Parents/Guardians/Adult in my life Initials:                                                                                                                          


5. Figure out where you stand, what position you will “initially” advocate going into the Harkness:
· Complete a Bill of Rights Institute Think the Vote Response in 5-10 sentences including the following BRI criteria: 
· Answer cited facts and constitutional arguments
· Answered in cohesive sentences that were free of distracted spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors
· Answer addressed counter-arguments and opposing concerns in a respectful manner
· Answer was organized in a manner that flowed logically and read clearly  
Write on Microsoft Word or Google and Print copy to be included in Self-Evaluation Rubric 

6. Question(s) I still have AFTER my research I am hoping my group can help me understand includes…
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What sort of evidence could the other side of the argument introduce that might change my mind? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Continuum: Create a continuum of where the class stands based upon your BRI responses and breaking into groups based upon those responses.  

9. Collaborative Discussion: Do not be beholden to your original/enhanced view and concentrate on what questions you have and what arguments you need to hear to change your mind. Your group should discuss each person’s opinion about the deliberation question, what they think should occur, what you need to know to change your mind; focusing on the following:
· Focus on the deliberation question.
· Listen carefully to what others are saying.
· Understand and analyze what others are saying.
· Use relevant background knowledge, including life experiences, in a logical way.
· Remain engaged and respectful when controversy arises.
· Speak and encourage others to speak.
· Refer to the reading to support your ideas.

10. Reflection: Fill out the Self-Evaluation Rubric and answer reflection questions thoroughly and deep reflection and rate discuss the deliberation process. 

Alternative Assignment (if Absent on Harkness Deliberation Day): Complete Steps 1-7 and 10 (rubric associated with research and self-evaluation as well as all appropriate Reflection Questions) and an essay answering the following question:

Question: A significant feature of the Electoral college is that most states have a winner-takes-all system. 
a. describe the winner-takes all feature of the Electoral College.
b. Explain one way in which the winner-takes all feature of the Electoral College affects how presidential candidates 
    from the two major parties run their campaigns.
c. Explain one way in which the winner-takes-all feature of the Electoral College hinders third party candidates.
d. Explain two reason why the Electoral College has not been abolished



Self-Evaluation Rubric_________________________________________________________________________ 

DIRECTIONS: Read through each category and its criteria. Complete either or both columns to give yourself an accurate grade.  

In the LEFT column: Place a check plus next to those you completed in an exceptional manner, a check plus/check mark if it was only completed well, a check mark next to the criteria in which you completed okay, a check mark/check minus if it was completed okay but not great, a and a check minus that you completed but not very well, and place an X next to the criteria not completed at all. 

In the RIGHT column: Place the appropriate grade in the space to the immediate left of EACH criteria required by determining those areas you performed or were lacking and based upon the point value listed. Place a N/A or “not applicable next to any criterion not required for your specific role. Average the points together in place that score in the “your estimate” blank. 

***Remember, a perfect grade should reflect perfect work and only be used when the work done had no deficiencies & could not have been performed any better.**

· PREPARATION AND RESEARCH (1-20): 								        
_____ _____Completed Chapter Notes from Textbook (Chapter 14: The Presidency; "The Electoral College" (pgs. 332 and 335-336)
_____ _____Completed Notes from Close Up Packet: “Should states join the National Popular Vote pact?” and “Who are Electors” Link
_____ _____Utilized chapter, BRI, and Close Up notes information to understand the focus questions
_____ _____Listened to the NCC podcast(s) and utilized information from podcast to understand the focus questions    
_____ _____Read through many of the various articles and watched many of the videos from the “E.C. Articles and Videos” webpage section
_____ _____Completes any or all of the “optional links/extra credit” webpage section
_____ _____Talked with parent(s), guardian(s), and/or adult(s) in your life to gain a better understanding of the varying facets of the issue
_____ _____Conducted research on your own based upon the questions you still have to be effective in deliberation 	
_____ _____Attached and turned in Research Notes with rubric and other documents	      	                Your Average ______/20

· BRI THINK THE VOTE RESPONSE (1-5):
_____ _____Answered in 5-10 Sentences “Should the United States keep the Electoral College the way it in in the Constitution?”
____ _____Answer cited facts and constitutional arguments
____ _____Answered in cohesive sentences that were free of distracted spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors
____ _____Answer addressed counter-arguments and opposing concerns in a respectful manner
____ _____Answer was organized in a manner that flowed logically and read clearly			  Your Average ______/05

· CONTENT COVERED/PERSUASIVENESS/PARTICIPATION/OVERALL PERFORMANCE (1-15):
_____ _____Clearly outlined your position on the question proposed Arguments generated employed insight of the issue 
_____ _____Used Logos: Cited verifiable facts and used data/evidence to prove one’s case
_____ _____Got material across in a way that was informative and easily understood 
_____ _____Demonstrated Ethos: ability to establish credibility through a strong grasp of principles involved	
_____ _____Use of anecdotes was to reinforce NOT as sole rationale for position
_____ _____Pathos: or emotion was used appropriately and not primary focus 			
_____ _____Did not propagate lies or false truths and your peers are generally smarter for your participation
_____ _____Did not simply echo the thoughts of others or make irrelevant comments   
_____ _____Utilized clarification questions to gain information 
_____ _____When asked a question, showed ability to think on feet providing clear main arguments to original posit	
_____ _____Was a Frequent Participant but did not hog the conversation				
_____ _____Performed to the best of your abilities and was an attribute, not detriment to this simulation
_____ _____Felt good about my performance afterward and my role in the Harkness		     Your Average ______/15
· RESPECTFUL/RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR (1-05):
_____ _____Professional and Attentively listened by looking at speakers
_____ _____Followed proceedings- taking notes when necessary (Attach your notes to this self-evaluation)
_____ _____Was Respectful to Peers both verbally and through mannerisms; Avoided ad hominin attacks 
_____ _____Let others speak before we spoke again (general rule to follow:  at least 3 people spoke before I spoke again)
_____ _____Did not interrupt peers or tell them “they could not argue that”
_____ _____Had a positive Attitude during Harkness and Played Well with Others 	             Your Average ______/05
· REFLECTION AND SELF-EVALUATION (1-05):
_____ _____Read and followed direction when completing rubric: Placed the appropriate mark next to EACH category
_____ _____Did not just use whole numbers and only gave yourself a 10 if your performance was PEFERCT and a model for future classes
_____ _____Answered reflection questions with MINIMALLY three sentences for each question       	 Your Average ______/05

					TOTAL___________/50							                     
Reflection Questions: 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS: Learning involves some permanency.  The discussion needs legs. After the Harkness and completing your self-evaluation, re-cap the conversation with your parent(s), guardian(s), adult(s) in your life about what you heard and reflect deeply on what was discussed  Answer each question and return with your rubric.    

QUESTION #1. What was your (and if time, your loved ones) initial thoughts on the subject and question?  How has that opinion evolved and/or become more nuanced?
QUESTION #2. List and describe (1-2 Sentences Each) the three most meaningful ideas, concepts, and/or principles learned through this project.
QUESTION #3. Explain what you did well on the project. Explain what could you could have done differently and would change if you were to complete this project again?  

QUESTION #4. What did you like and dislike about the Harkness? What can be done to improve the process to make it more meaningful i.e. more time, rubric changes, (for example, is point value/score for this activity, criterion required, were the point values in each section reasonable), fewer links or more links/info to research, etc.?  How would you rank the value of the project (1-10)? Justify the ranking. 

QUESTION #5. OVERALL PERFORMANCE: How would you rate your project (1-10) based upon your preparation, knowledge and understanding of the issue, and performance in regards to your prior projects and your peers? Justify the ranking. how does that number correlate with your “Total’ grade? Did the rubric give you the correct grade?  Explain.  If the overall score determined through the rubric is different from the grade you believe you deserve explain why and the grade you believe is warranted.  
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